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Death Amid Growing Pulic Distrust

CONAC, Police Nab Two For Inflating
Women's Day Fabric Prices

Cameroonian
woman and a
Senegalese na-

tional are in police cus-

tody  following  an
investigation by the Na-
tional Anti-Corruption
Commission (CONAC)
into the illegal sale of
the official International
Women's Day fabric.
The revelation was
made during a press
briefing at the CONAC

conference room on Feb-
ruary 25 by the commis-
sion's president,
Reverend
Massi Gams.
According to the
CONAC chief, on Febru-
ary 23, 2026, the com-
mission received two
reports via its Green
Line (1517) concerning

the [
Dieudonné [SSns

the illegal price gouging [

of the commemorative
fabric.
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UN Urged To Suppot Ngarbuh Massacre
Victims Appeal ‘Lenjent' Sentences

tims of the 2020 Ngar-
buh massacre in filing a
“well-grounded appeal”
seeking  reparations
and heavier penalties
for those convicted, fol-
lowing what it de-
scribed as a trial “short
on justice”.

By ANDREW NSOSEKA

uman Rights
Watch (HRW)
has called on
the United Nations
Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy
in Central Africa to
support families of vic-
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By ETIENNE MAINIMO MENGNJO

The death of prominent opposition fig-
ure Ekane Anicent Georges, who died in
military detention in December last year,
has officially been attributed to natural
causes, according to a recent press re-
lease from the Ministry of Defence.

he statement cites a “com-

plete absence of traumatic

injuries” and points to “se-
rious underlying medical conditions”
as the cause of death of the 74-year-
old political leader, who died on De-
cember 1, 2025, at the Military
Centre of the National Gendarmerie
in Yaounde.

Ekane was President of the
African Movement for the New Inde-
pendence and Democracy (MANI-
DEM) and a key figure in the Union
for Change coalition during the last
presidential election. His death
came nearly two months after his ar-
rest in Douala in late October, in
what many observers described as
part of a broader crackdown on op-
position members following the dis-
puted 2025 presidential poll.

According to the Ministry, a panel
of medical experts including a pro-
fessor and two doctors, carried out
the post-mortem examination. The
report, the government said, was in-
tended to dispel rumours and
mounting speculation of foul play.
Officials described Ekane as a pa-
tient with a “delicate medical his-
tory” who succumbed to pre-existing
health problems rather than exter-
nal violence.

However, the official account has
been met with considerable scepti-
cism. Family members had earlier
raised concerns about Ekane’s
health while in custody, alleging

The POST

that a vital respiratory device had
been confiscated — claims authori-
ties consistently denied. The nearly
three-month delay in releasing the
autopsy findings further fuelled pub-
lic distrust and calls for greater
transparency.

For 85 days, Ekane’s body re-
mained under judicial seal at the
Yaoundé Central Hospital mortuary
to allow for investigative procedures,
including the autopsy. The legal im-
passe ended on 23 February when
the State Counsel authorised the re-
moval of the seal, enabling the
transfer of his remains to his family
for burial and bringing a measure of
closure to a tense and emotional pe-
riod.

Ekane’s detention and death
sparked strong reactions across
Cameroon’s political and civil society
landscape. Minister of Communica-
tion and Government Spokesperson
René Emmanuel Sadi offered a no-
tably candid response, describing
Ekane as a “friend” and expressing
personal regret over the circum-
stances surrounding his arrest.

In an interview, Sadi suggested
that the decision to detain the
MANIDEM leader may not have in-
volved full consultation among rele-
vant state authorities. “There are
some decisions which are taken by
people who think that it is in the in-
terest of the country. Sometimes
they do not consult those who can
have a different position,” he said. “I
think we should regret what hap-
pened. If I was there, I would not
have allowed that. It’s my own point
of view.”

Legal and human rights figures
also condemned the circumstances
of Ekane’s death. Akere Muna de-
scribed it as “a wound upon a
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Medical Report Rules Out Foul Play In Ekane's Death Amid Growing Public Distrust

Late Ekane Anicent Georges

wound”, criticising authorities for
failing to release a gravely ill de-
tainee. Human rights lawyer Alice
Nkom labelled the episode a “crimi-
nal national disgrace”, accusing the
state of denying him essential med-
ical support. Christopher Fomunyoh
of the National Democratic Institute
highlighted international concern,
particularly as Ekane had been de-
tained after challenging election re-
sults many Cameroonians viewed as
questionable.

A veteran of the 1990s democratic
movement, Ekane devoted his life to
promoting multiparty politics and
challenging authoritarian gover-
nance. Supporters recall that even
in his final weeks, while battling se-
rious illness, he remained resolute.
An earlier erroneous report of his

death had already prompted urgent
appeals for his release — appeals
that went unanswered.

The Ministry of Defence main-
tains that a formal investigation
into the circumstances of his death
is ongoing. For many supporters and
civil society groups, however,
Ekane’s passing has become a sym-
bol of the broader struggle for ac-
countability and transparency in
Cameroon’s political system.

UN Urged To Support Noarbuh Massacre Victims Appeal Lenient' Sentences

By ANDREW NSOSEKA

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called
on the United Nations Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy in Central Africa to
support families of victims of the 2020
Ngarbuh massacre in filing a “well-
grounded appeal” seeking reparations and
heavier penalties for those convicted, fol-
lowing what it described as a trial “short on
justice”.

n February 20, 2026, a mil-

itary court in Yaounde sen-

tenced three security force
members and a pro-government mili-
tia member, tried in absentia, for
their role in the killing of 21 civilians
in Ngarbuh, in Cameroon’s North-
west Region, on February 14, 2020.
The court handed down prison terms
ranging from five to 10 years, along-
side fines of FCFA 183,100 each.

In a strongly worded statement,
Human Rights Watch criticised the
verdict, arguing that the penalties
were unduly lenient and that senior
officers who allegedly bore command
responsibility were never investi-
gated.

“Prosecutors did not pursue any
evidence about who planned and or-
dered the killings,” said Ilaria Alle-
grozzi, senior Africa researcher at
HRW. “The failure of Cameroon’s
prosecutors and judiciary to investi-

gate those bearing command respon-
sibility, combined with the denial of
reparations, exacerbates the suffer-
ing of victims’ families.”

HRW said the proceedings, which
lasted more than five years, were
marred by “serious shortcomings”.
Authorities did not arrest or charge
senior officers who authorised and
oversaw the operation, while 17 eth-
nic Fulani militiamen accused of
murder remain at large. Victims’
families had only limited access to
the court, key evidence was excluded,
and claims for compensation were re-
jected.

HRW said its investigations found
that government forces and allied
Fulani militiamen killed 21 people,
including 13 children and a pregnant
woman. It furthered that at least five
homes were burned, dozens of prop-
erties looted, and residents beaten in
what appeared to be a reprisal attack
against a community suspected of
harbouring separatist fighters amid
the ongoing Anglophone Crisis.

It notes that under Cameroon’s
penal code, murder is punishable by
life imprisonment, and co-perpetra-
tors are subject to the same penalties
as principal offenders. HRW said the
sentences imposed “are relatively
light, taking into account the gravity
of the crimes”, adding that interna-
tional practice requires punishments
for serious crimes to reflect their

gravity and serve as deterrence.

HRW revealed that the court re-
jected a compensation claim of 1.7
billion CFA francs filed on behalf of
the victims by barrister Menkem
Sother, stating that families had al-
ready received FCFA 80 million.
However, Sother told HRW there
was no proof that any such payment
had been made.

“The Ngarbuh trial has delivered
neither full accountability nor mean-
ingful redress,” Allegrozzi said. “The
United Nations Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy in Central
Africa should offer legal and techni-
cal assistance to the victims’ fami-
lies, to enable them to file a
well-grounded appeal seeking repa-
rations and to ensure continued pro-
tection of their rights throughout the
process.”

The UN Centre, based in Yaounde
and mandated to promote the rule of
law and accountability for human
rights violations, reportedly assigned
a lawyer to attend one hearing in
2022. According to Sother, the repre-
sentative did not return for subse-
quent proceedings.

Defence and civil parties’ lawyers
have 10 days to appeal the ruling.
HRW urged renewed international
engagement to ensure that the ap-
peal process delivers justice that the
initial trial, in its view, failed to pro-
vide.
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CONAC, Police Nab Two For Inflatmg Women’s Day Fabric Prices

A Cameroonian woman and a Sene-
galese national are in police custody fol-
lowing an investigation by the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (CONAC) into
the illegal sale of the official International
Women's Day fabric.

he revelation was made

during a press briefing at

the CONAC conference
room on February 25 by the commis-
sion's president, the Reverend
Dieudonné Massi Gams.

According to the CONAC chief, on
February 23, 2026, the commission
received two reports via its Green
Line (1517) concerning the illegal
price gouging of the commemorative
fabric. Individuals operating oppo-
site the Laking Textiles agency on
Avenue Kennedy in Yaoundé were
selling the material for between
FCFA 15,000 and 20,000 per unit—
significantly above the state-ap-
proved price of FCFA 10,000.

Whistleblowers, who were con-
tacted the same day by CONAC in-
vestigators, alleged that managers
of the Laking Textiles branch at Av-
enue Kennedy were refusing to sell
the March 8, 2026, commemorative
fabric to customers, claiming to be
out of stock.

DIS << NON>> A LA €O

téléphone est une arme

Votre
pour combattre la corruption
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CONAC President's press briefing with journalists, concerning the
issue of the two illegal vendors of the International Women's day fabric

However, investigators discov-
ered that the resellers were obtain-
ing their supplies directly from
these same Laking Textiles man-
agers, who appear to be orchestrat-
ing an artificial shortage to funnel
customers towards the intermedi-
aries. It is alleged that a portion of
the profits from this fraudulent

scheme is paid back to the establish-
ment's managers.

The reported practices are consid-
ered speculative and fraudulent,
akin to corruption and the misap-
propriation of public funds. The cre-
ation of an artificial shortage and
complicity with external resellers
undermines commercial trans-

parency and consumer rights.

Consequently, in accordance with
the provisions of the Penal Code, all
legal avenues leading to reparations
will be pursued. Reverend Massi
Gams stated that CONAC is more
committed than ever to strengthen-
ing the fight against corruption, as
instructed by the Head of State in
his inaugural address on November
6, 2025, to combat this evil respon-
sible for the nation's underdevelop-
ment.

A stock of 59 units of the March
2026 loincloth, each six yards long,
was seized by the Ministry of Trade
(MINCOMMERCE). These confis-
cated goods were to be sold on Av-
enue Kennedy by MINCOMMERCE
agents at the conclusion of the press
conference at the official price of
FCFA 10,100 each, with the pro-
ceeds paid into the State treasury.

The president of the anti-corrup-
tion body expressed his gratitude to
the Head of the Regional Division of
the Judicial Police of the Centre for
deploying officers to assist CONAC
with the operation, and also
thanked the media for their commit-
ment to the fight against corruption.

BY SOLANGE TEGWI

By NFORMI SONDE KINSAI

Cameroon’s Minister of External Rela-
tions, HE Le Jeune Mbella Mbella, has told
the 61st session of the United Nations
Human Rights Council in Geneva that the
country’s October 2025 presidential elec-
tion served as a “barometer” of its com-
mitment to the rule of law and democratic
governance.

ddressing the high-level

segment on February 23,

026, the minister said the

conduct of the election demonstrated

respect for public liberties within

the framework of the law. He argued

that the vitality of political plural-

ism and citizen participation re-

flected Cameroon’s democratic
maturity.

According to Mbella Mbella, Pres-
ident Paul Biya remains committed
to peace and institutional stability,
adding that the government contin-
ues to strengthen democratic gover-
nance and the rule of law.

He further stated that
Cameroon’s public policy is aligned
with the National Development
Strategy 2030 and the United Na-
tions’ Agenda 2030, with particular
emphasis on economic, social and
cultural rights. Special attention, he
said, is being given to vulnerable
groups, including women, young
people, persons with disabilities and
indigenous communities.

In that regard, the minister an-
nounced that a special youth em-
ployment plan, backed by an
allocation of FCFA 50 billion in the
2026 state budget, is being rolled
out to tackle youth unemployment
and improve socio-economic inclu-
sion.

Mbella Mbella acknowledged,

Cameroon’s Poll Was A Testament To Rule Of _Law, emocacy Mmts fo Tell 5 UN

however, that Cameroon continues
to face security challenges in the
Northwest, Southwest and Far
North Regions. He maintained that,
despite the crises affecting those
areas, joint actions by defence and
security forces, alongside recon-
struction and reintegration pro-
grammes, have led to a significant
improvement in the situation.

He welcomed what he described
as the progressive return to nor-
malcy and commended the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights for its recent report
on the affected Regions. The report,
he said, contributes to an objective
understanding of the government’s
efforts.

“We take this opportunity to ap-
peal for the strengthening of the Re-
gional Bureau of the High
Commissioner in Cameroon, whose
technical support remains precious,”
he told Council members, adding
that Cameroon would continue to
participate actively in the Council’s
work to enhance its effectiveness
and dynamism.

Describing the United Nations as
a pillar of peace and collective secu-
rity amid global challenges, the min-
ister recalled that the promotion
and protection of human rights form
a cornerstone of the UN Charter.

He stated that since independ-
ence, Cameroon has placed respect
for human rights at the centre of its
development agenda. The preamble
to the 1996 Constitution, he noted,
guarantees fundamental freedoms
and equality before the law. He
added that this constitutional
framework is  reinforced by
Cameroon’s ratification of numerous
international and regional human
rights instruments and their grad-
ual domestication.
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Institutionally, he highlighted
the role of the Cameroon Human
Rights Commission and other spe-
cialised bodies in promoting and
protecting fundamental rights. He
also pointed out that Cameroon has
hosted the Sub-Regional Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy in
Central Africa since 2001, describ-
ing it as evidence of the country’s re-
gional commitment. He further cited
cooperation with African human
rights mechanisms, including the
African Court and the African Com-
mission on Human and Peoples’
Rights.

H.E. Mbella Mbella addressing UN Human Rights Council Members

The minister congratulated HE
Sidharto Reza Suryodipur on his
election as President of the Council
and paid tribute to UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Volker
Turk, for his dedication to the pro-
tection of human dignity.

However, some observers argue
that the minister’s address did not
fully reflect concerns raised by
rights groups, including allegations
of arbitrary arrests and extrajudi-
cial killings in parts of the country.

Website: wwuw. tﬁepostnpcameroon.com
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Young People Tramed In Emergency Flrst Response

With growing exposure to accidents
and other hazards, young people are being
encouraged to move from being by-
standers to becoming active participants
in the chain of survival. The first few min-
utes after an accident are often decisive,
and early mastery of life-saving reflexes
can significantly reduce preventable
deaths.

t was against this backdrop

that the Youth Member of

Parliament for Yaoundé II
and President of Jeunes Dynamique
pour un Avenir Meilleur (Dynamic
Youths for a Better Future -
JDAM), Honourable Jean Daniel
Obama, in partnership with the
Cameroon Red Cross (CRC), organ-
ised a one-day first aid training
workshop for young people.

The initiative was inspired by the
theme of the upcoming National
Youth Day: “Youth at the Heart of
Great Hopes, for a United, Stable
and Prosperous Cameroon.”

The workshop, held on 31 Janu-
ary in the Messa-Mezala neighbour-
hood of Yaoundé, equipped
participants with practical skills to
save lives in the event of common
emergencies, including domestic ac-
cidents, road crashes and choking
incidents. Beyond technical knowl-
edge, the training sought to build
composure, confidence, civic respon-
sibility and empathy among young
people. Organisers noted that such
initiatives help transform fear and

helplessness into prompt and effec-
tive action, while nurturing a new
generation of first responders capa-
ble of contributing to safer commu-
nities.

The session was facilitated by
Tsapi Kleber, Monitor and First
Aider at the Cameroon Red Cross,
under the supervision of the CRC
President for Yaoundé II, Melinga
Edwige Michelle. Participants were
trained in rapid and appropriate re-
sponse techniques for various emer-
gency situations, including road
accidents, fire outbreaks, electric
shocks, snake bites and cardiac ar-

Practical phase and awarding of attestationat end of workshop '

rest, pending the arrival of profes-
sional emergency services.

The young people were also
taught how to assess accident
scenes, particularly how to identify
victims in more critical condition
when several casualties are involved
and evacuation cannot be carried
out simultaneously. Emphasis was
placed on alerting the appropriate
emergency services and communi-
cating clearly and accurately.

Participants were introduced to
key emergency numbers, including
Police (117), Gendarmerie (113) and
Fire Service (118). They were ad-

vised to provide precise information
when reporting incidents. For exam-
ple, in the event of a fire outbreak,
callers should specify whether it in-
volves gas, electricity or wood, as
this determines the equipment and
materials required for an effective
response. The facilitator cautioned
against the misuse of emergency
numbers for frivolous or non-urgent
matters.

According to Hon. Jean Daniel
Obama, the workshop aimed to
equip young people with essential
skills to protect, alert and provide
assistance while awaiting profes-
sional responders. He expressed the
hope that participants would, in
turn, pass on their knowledge to
peers, thereby strengthening collec-
tive safety.

“This initiative seeks to trans-
form young people into safety am-
bassadors, capable of acting calmly
and competently whenever the need
arises,” he said, adding that such en-
gagement contributes to building a
safer, more stable and prosperous
Cameroon.

The CRC President for Yaoundé
II encouraged participants to enroll
in short-term courses offered by the
institution to deepen their knowl-
edge of first aid and emergency re-
sponse.

BY SOLANGE TEGWI

Pastor Calls For Spiritual Restoration At Three-Day Revival

Hundreds of worshippers gathered at
Salvation Baptist Church this week for a
three-day spiritual revival, where Pastor
Tatangupue Gerrard delivered a stirring
message declaring that “Jesus is missing
in the church”.

he programme, organised

by  Salvation  Baptist

Church, Obili, from Febru-
ary 20 to 22, centred on the theme,
“Restore me, O Lord”, inspired by 1
Peter 5:10 and Joel 2:25. The event
featured gospel music ministers in-
cluding Min. Frank Multipurpose
and Min. Javis Ndeh.

Preaching on the topic, “Even
Though the Caravan Is Still Active”,
based on Luke 2:41-50, Gerrard
warned that a crowded sanctuary
does not necessarily signify the pres-
ence of God.

“It is not because people are
many that Jesus is involved,” Ger-
rard said. He argued that many con-
gregants celebrate in churches
where Christ is absent, as the focus
has shifted from the Saviour to self-
exaltation.

Lamenting the state of some con-
gregations, Gerrard said “the church
has become a place of entertain-
ment”. He noted that while many
ministers and prayer leaders once
exalted Christ, some now operate on
what he described as “past glories”.

“Many people are still clapping
for them, but they know that the fire
is no longer there,” he said.

Despite his concerns, the pastor
offered a message of hope stressing
that God remains willing to restore
those who genuinely seek Him.
Drawing a parallel with Joseph and
Mary’s search for the young Jesus in
Jerusalem, he urged believers to em-
bark on a personal journey of spiri-
tual rediscovery.

“The foremost imperative for
Christians is to earnestly seek
Jesus, regardless of how long they
have been members of the church,”
he said.

Gerrard also addressed obstacles
to spiritual renewal, identifying
“hidden sin” as a major destructive
force within the church.

“The power of sin is in secrecy,”
he said, adding that true restoration
requires confession and openness
before God. He outlined what he
termed a “tripod of effective restora-
tion”: exposing one’s life to God, tak-
ing immediate corrective action, and
changing one’s spiritual “location”.

Looking ahead to the future of
the nation, Gerrard declared that
“God is looking for a species of men
He will trust over Cameroon”. He re-
iterated that the church must return
to a foundation in which Jesus
Christ remains the sole focus of wor-
ship and glory.

The revival featured extended
sessions of prayer, music, healing
and prophetic ministrations. Partic-
ipants reported significant personal
experiences during the three-day
gathering.

Christians during prayers for revival

“Ministrations were truly restora-
tive, especially the preaching and
prophetic moments,” Bamu Edith
told The Post. She added that
“everyone was visited in special and
different ways”.

Another attendee, Fonsi Rejoice,
said the programme underscored
the importance of prayer in con-
fronting spiritual challenges that
are sometimes mistaken for medical
conditions. “There are really people

suffering ignorantly in the hands of
the devil,” she said.

For Lugong Timothy, the event
marked a spiritual turning point. “It
was a time of refreshing, where
many prayer lives were rekindled,
many lives transformed, and many
of Satan’s programmes exposed and
destroyed,” he said.

BY NADEGE DZILAMONYUY LIMNYUY
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BANGOLAN LEADERSHIP TUSSLE:
Ngoketunjia Fons Union Steps In, Calls For Protection Of Customs, Tradition

By ETIENNE NFOR LIBOH

Recent developments in Bangolan vil-
lage have sparked controversy within tra-
ditional institutions in Ngoketunjia
Division, following an attempt by the
Ngumba society and some kingmakers to
dethrone Senator Fon Chafah Isaac as Fon
of Bangolan.

he situation was further
complicated by the reaction
of the administration. The
Senior Divisional Officer (SDO) for
Ngoketunjia publicly sided with
Senator Fon Chafah Isaac, main-
taining that he remains Fon for life.
The SDO’s position has intensified

debate over the roles of traditional
authorities and the state in matters

concerning customary leadership.
The unfolding events come
shortly after the Divisional Officer
(DO) for Ndop suspended the
Ngumba of Bamunka Fondom over
allegations of disorder, the disinte-
gration of quarters, and land dis-
putes within the same division. The
suspension, which occurred only
days earlier, added to tensions al-
ready simmering among traditional
institutions.
Against this backdrop, the
Ngoketunjia Fons Union issued a
press release on February 23, call-
ing for calm and urging all parties
to preserve the longstanding har-
mony between traditional societies
and the administrative authorities.
In their statement, the Fons ex-

e
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pressed solidarity with Senator Fon
Chafah Isaac and cautioned stake-
holders against exploiting the cur-
rent socio-political climate to
undermine established customs and
traditions. They stressed the need
to safeguard the division’s cultural
heritage and uphold respect for tra-
ditional institutions.

The Union emphasised that tra-
ditional leadership structures are
governed by well-defined customs
and should not be subjected to ac-
tions that could erode their legiti-
macy. While acknowledging the role
of the administration in maintain-
ing public order, the Fons under-
scored the importance of mutual
respect and dialogue in resolving
disputes.

Observers note that the dispute
highlights broader questions about
the interface between customary
authority and state administration,
particularly at a time of heightened
political sensitivity in the country.

The Ngoketunjia Fons Union re-
iterated its commitment to peace
and stability within the division,
urging traditional societies, admin-
istrative officials, and community
members to act responsibly and pri-
oritise unity.

As tensions continue, many resi-
dents hope that dialogue and adher-
ence to established customs will
help restore calm and prevent fur-
ther divisions within the traditional
leadership of Ngoketunjia.

Comfort Mussa Named DearYou Amhassador For Women's Health In Cameroon

BY ANDREW NSOSEKA

DearYou, an international women’s
health awareness programme of The
DEAR Foundation Switzerland, has an-
nounced a partnership with Cameroonian
journalist and women'’s rights advocate,
Comfort Mussa, who will serve as a volun-
teer Ambassador for the initiative.

he collaboration marks a

I significant step in

DearYou’s growing pres-

ence in Central Africa, where organ-

isers say trusted local voices are

essential to fostering informed and

culturally sensitive conversations
around women’s health.

Cameroon’s bilingual landscape
and vibrant media space are seen as
strategic assets in this effort. By
working through established com-
munication channels, including
radio, television, print and online
platforms, DearYou aims to make
clear and accessible health informa-
tion available to women in ways
that reflect local realities.

As a DearYou Ambassador, Com-
fort Mussa will engage with media
houses, participate in public events
and facilitate community discus-
sions designed to strengthen
women’s health literacy. Her role
will centre on encouraging women
to seek accurate information, recog-
nise early symptoms of health con-
cerns and understand when
professional medical advice may be
necessary.

“Access to trustworthy health in-
formation is essential for women’s
dignity and autonomy,” Mussa said
in a statement released on Tuesday.
“DearYou’s approach aligns closely
with the realities women face in
Cameroon, where dialogue, trust
and cultural sensitivity are funda-
mental.”

A representative of The DEAR
Foundation Switzerland under-
scored the importance of commu-
nity-led engagement in the
initiative’s expansion strategy.

Comfort Mussa, DearYou Ambassador in Cameroon

“DearYou is built on listening
and working through trusted local
voices,” the representative stated.
“Our collaboration with Comfort
Mussa reflects our commitment to
supporting women with respectful,
accessible information while recog-
nising and strengthening existing
community leadership.”

Gradual, Ambassador-Led Engagement

According to organisers,
DearYou’s activities in Cameroon
will evolve gradually through volun-
tary, Ambassador-led efforts rather
than large-scale institutional roll-
outs.

Current and planned activities
include sustained media engage-
ment across multiple platforms,
participation in Women’s Month

events and women-focused confer-
ences, as well as the facilitation of
community conversations through
established local and regional net-
works.

The initiative will also involve
the dissemination of informational
materials and the promotion of the
DearYou mobile application, which
provides structured and easy-to-un-
derstand health guidance.

Stakeholders emphasised that
the project is intended to comple-
ment - not replace the work already
being done by local organisations
and individuals active in women’s
health, education and empower-
ment. By reinforcing existing struc-
tures and partnerships, DearYou
hopes to strengthen community-
based awareness efforts rather than
duplicate them.

A Global Network for Women’s Health
Literacy

DearYou describes itself as a
global initiative dedicated to im-
proving women’s access to clear and
culturally adaptable health infor-
mation. Through its free mobile ap-
plication and an international
network of volunteer Ambassadors,
the programme seeks to promote
awareness, early detection and in-
formed dialogue around women’s
health issues.

The DearYou app is available at
no cost and in multiple languages.
It is designed to help women make
informed health decisions by offer-
ing structured information that is
easy to navigate and understand.
Users can learn to recognise symp-
toms, determine when medical con-
sultation may be advisable and
access trusted support resources.

Beyond Cameroon, DearYou is
active across Africa, Latin America,
Europe and Asia through its net-
work of volunteer Ambassadors and
institutional partners. These repre-
sentatives contribute to awareness
campaigns within their own com-
munities and professional networks,
tailoring communication to local
contexts.

For Cameroon, the collaboration
with Comfort Mussa signals an ap-
proach rooted in partnership and
cultural sensitivity. By combining
global resources with local expert-
ise, DearYou aims to foster a more
informed and empowered genera-
tion of women equipped with the
knowledge needed to make sound
health decisions.

As awareness efforts begin to
take shape in the months ahead,
stakeholders hope the initiative will
help bridge information gaps and
encourage open, constructive dia-
logue on women’s health across the
country.

Website: www.thepostnpcameroon.com
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Minister Qusmang Mey, UK Special Representative For Nature Discuss Sustainable Agricultur

BY ETIENNE MAINIMO MENGNJO

Cameroon’s Minister of the Economy,
Planning and Regional Development
(MINEPAT), Alamine Ousmane Mey, and
the UK’s Special Representative for Na-
ture, HE Ruth Davis, have held discus-
sions on the importance of developing
value chains in the field of agriculture.

his is one among the so

many things discussed on

February 24 during an au-

dience Minister Ousmane Mey

% ranted the UK diplomat in

aounde. She was accompanied by

the British High Commissioner to
Cameroon, Matt Woods.

During the hourlong meeting, the
two officials discussed a framework
for sustainable development that
balances Cameroon’s natural re-
sources with economic necessity.

"I had a very good and fruitful
discussion with the minister," Davis
told reporters following the meet-
ing. "We were discussing the vital
importance of a plan for sustainable

Minister Ousmane Mey and HE Ruth Davis discussing during the audience

development that will integrate the
needs of the natural environment
and the benefits of natural re-
sources in Cameroon with the needs
of the people to have jobs and pros-
perity."

Davis emphasised that environ-
mental protection and economic
growth are codependent. '"We
agreed that unless there are jobs
and prosperity for people—for ex-
ample, through agricultural supply

chains—then there can't be long-
term protection of nature," Davis
said. "But also, nature is essential
to protect the future of people."

The discussions highlighted the
cocoa sector as a primary example
of where international partnership
can provide direct support and pay-
ments to those practicing agroecol-
ogy. Davis also note that
environmental goals must be sup-
ported by physical infrastructure.

"We also discussed how impor-
tant it is to integrate infrastructure
development... to enable projects to
get to market," Davis said.

Appointed as the UK special rep-
resentative for nature in November
2024, Davis is an environment spe-
cialist with more than 20 years of
experience in climate policy. She
previously served as the deputy di-
rector for policy and advocacy at the
Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds and as political director at
Greenpeace UK.

NJanG Music:

A Living Kom Cultural Tradition As Projected By Musical Artist, Busta P.

YERIMA Kint Nsom

Njang music, a traditional rhythmic art
form rooted in the Kom communities of
Cameroon's Northwest Region, remains
one of the most culturally distinctive ex-
pressions of the grass fields heritage. It is
characterised by layered percussion, com-
munal call-and-response vocals, and inte-
grated dance movements. Njang functions
not merely as entertainment, but also as a
medium of cultural transmission and com-
munal identity.

ithin Kom society, music
occupies a central role in
preserving oral history,

reinforcing clan hnea%e systems,
and marking ceremonial milestones
such as marriages, festivals, and
community gatherings. N]ang per-
formances often include narrative
storytelling that reflects values of
respect, honor, unity, and tradi-
tional social structure.

“In contrast to contemporary
Afrobeats and mainstream African
pop §enres Njang upholds a rhyth-
mic framework and ceremonial sig-
nificance distinct to grassland
communities. The intricate drum
patterns adhere to layered cycles
unique to the Region, while the call-
and-response format accentuates
communal engagement. The per-
formance is inextricably linked to
dance, attire, and cultural context,
rendering an authentic presentation
contingent upon cultural immersion
and traditional knowledge."

The cultural distinctiveness of
Nj an% is derived from a multitude of
irreplaceable elements. Songs are
performed exclusively in Kom, a lan-
guage  predominantly spoken
throughout the 43 villages of the
Kom Kingdom. The rhythms are
crafted using instruments that are
unique to the Region, including the
balafon, intricate Kom-specific drum
patterns wooden flutes, and special-
1zed percussion instruments. Most
crucially, Njang fulfills specific cul-
tural functions intricately linked to
the royal protocols of the Kom and
various life cycle events, playing in-
dispensable roles in royal court cel-

ebrations, matrimonial ceremonies,
and funeral rites.

"Njang music carries our iden-
tlty, says Dr. Ateh Francis Ngong,

Board Chair of the Cameroon Music
Art Corporation. He adds:"It reflects
our history, our marriage customs,
our social values, and our communal
rhythm. It cannot be separated from
the culture that produced it."

Cultural documentation reveals
the existence of numerous dance
troupes, such as Njang and Chon
that grace various occasions, 1nclu§
ing funerals. The Njang- -fubom per-
formance, executed I])y both men and
women, serves to entertain and per-
petuate cultural heritage, while
Njangwain—primarily performed b
women—emphasizes the signifi-
cance of oral tradition within Kom
culture.

Among contemporary artists
working within this tradition is
Zeruba%el Paul Yem, professmnally
known as Busta P. Born on April 24,
1987, in Fundong within the North-
west Region, he has become recog-
nised within Kom and diaspora
communities for performing and
adapting Njang music while main-
taining 1ts identifiable traditional
structure.

Beginning his artistic journey as
a street dancer in 2005, Busta P de-
veloped an understanding of rhythm
and cultural expression before tran-
sitioning fully into music. After ed-
ucational interruptions in 2001, he
demonstrated determination by re-
turning to studies in 2015, earning
his Ordinary and Advanced Level
Certificates at Holy Infant Evening
High School in Yaounde.

y 2014, Busta P had established
himself in music with "Njang
Adeng," a collaboration with fellow
artist Vinhora. The work demon-
strated how traditional Njang
rhythms could be presented to con-
temporary audiences while main-
taining cultural authenticity. His
subsequent recordings, 1nciyud1ng
"Njang Recall" (2021), "Kwang
Kwang" (2022), and "Adeng" (2024),
have continued to incorporate tradi-
tional themes and Kom language
lyrics.

His performances frequently in-

corporate traditional themes,

including interpretations of
Kom marriage rites and com-
munal celebrations, pre-
sented through structured
percussion patterns and di-
alect-based lyrical expression.
From 2019 to 2022, he served
as a featured artist at Texas
Lounge in Yaounde, where
his performances consistently
drew audiences and provided
cultural entertainment.

According to the President
of Woinkom, a cultural organ-
isation of the Koms, in the
UK, Vincent Mudame,"au-
thentlc Njang performance
requires knowledge of our
language, customs, and cere-
monial meaning”. When per-
formed correctly, he goes on,
it educates younger genera-
tions and strengthens iden-
tity.

Community leaders ob-
serve that artists who main-
tain the structural integrit
of Njang contribute to cul-
tural preservation at a time
when globalisation increas-
ingly influences local musical
expression. Beyond perform-
ance, Busta P has engaged in
cultural education initiatives,
offering training sessions fo-
cused on traditional music
techniques, storytelling meth-
ods, and the proper playing of
indigenous instruments.

In recent years, diaspora
gatherings have 1ncreasmgly
become platforms for sustain-
ing indigenous traditions.
Cultural conventions organised by
Kom associations abr0a§ serve not
only as social reunions but as
preservation spaces for music,
dance, and oral heritage, prov1d1ng
opportunltles for traditional artists
to perform for audiences who main-
tain connection to their ancestral
culture.

"As long as artists continue to
perform and teach these traditions,
they remain alive," observes a com-
munity elder. "Njang is more than
music; it is a cultural language," he
adds

; 'é' i
5\

Busta P

As Cameroon continues to navi-
gate the delicate equilibrium be-
tween modernisation and the
preservation of its rich heritage, tra-
ditional musical forms such as
Njang emerge as enduring manifes-
tations of cultural identity. Through
sustained performance, meticulous
documentation, and comprehensive
education, the rhythm of the Kom
tradition persists, resonating both
within the homeland and among di-
aspora communities.

Website: www.thepostnpcameroon.com
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Buea Diocese Set To Ordain 8 New Prlests In April 2026

BY ANDREW NSOSEKA

The Catholic Diocese of Buea is prepar-
ing for a major celebration of faith and vo-
cation as Bishop Michael Bibi has officially
announced the priestly ordination of eight
deacons.

ollowing a period of

prayerful discernment and

the canonical publication of
banns, the Diocese has confirmed
that eight men will be ordained to
the sacred priesthood on Thursday,
9th April 2026.

The deacons, who have success-
fully completed their period of dis-
cernment, are Rev. Clifford Zong,
Rev. Cyril Nkeh, Rev. Evans
Njuabe, Rev. Evaristus Mukong,
Rev. Karl John Killi, Rev. Serge
Ngassa, Rev. Victor Suliy, and Rev.
Augustine Ebot.

Their journey to the altar has
been a public one. In accordance
with Church law, their names were
published on three consecutive Sun-
days—December 28, 2025, January
4, and January 11, 2026—allowing
the faithful to offer any observations
regarding their suitability for Holy
Orders.

The historic ordination Mass will
take place at 9.00am at the Divine
Mercy Co-Cathedral in Molyko, a
central hub of worship for the dio-

cese. The ceremony promises to be a
profound moment of grace for the
entire Christian community, as
these eight men answer the call to
serve as priests.

To support the logistics and cele-
bration of this significant event,
Bishop Bibi has announced that a
special second collection will be held
in all parishes across the diocese on
Palm Sunday, March 29th, 2026.
The funds will assist the Diocesan
Pastoral Council in preparing a fit-
ting and dignified ceremony to wel-
come the new priests.

In his announcement, the Bishop
urged the faithful to keep the soon-
to-be-ordained men in their prayers.

"Let us continue to pray for these
our brothers who have been called
for service in the Church," Bishop
Bibi said, "that they may be en-
dowed with all the graces they need
for this service."

The ordination of eight new
priests represents a significant mo-
ment of hope and renewal for the
Diocese of Buea, bolstering its pas-
toral workforce and inspiring young
people to consider their own voca-
tions. The entire diocesan family
now looks forward to April 9, when
these eight deacons will become
priests forever, in the person of
Christ the Head.

DissEcTING 2026 BuDGeT:
General Budget Allocation By Institution, Ministerial Programmes With Largest Amounts

BY NFORMI SONDE KINSAI

As a sequel to our series of articles on
how state resources are raised and spent,
we shall in this edition, continue to exam-
ine budget allocation to institutions /min-
istries grouped under different sectors.

he dgoal remains - educating
and informing the citizens
to be able to question what

personalities placed in authority are
doing with the commonwealth.

As announced in edition No
02543 of The Post of February 23,
we shall look at production and
trade sector that is allocated FCFA
263.1 billion in the 2026 state
budget, representing an increase of
FCFA20.2 billion (+8.3%) compared
to the 2025 financial year. The pro-
duction and trade sector accounts
for about 3% of the general state
budget.

The ministries and their 2026
budgets under this sector are: Trade
(FCFA15.6 Dbillion); Small &
Medium-Sized Enterprlses (FCFA
15.0 billion); Tourism & L
FCFA 9.9 bllhon Mines, (FCFA
13.8 billion); Agriculture (FCFA
114.6 billion); Livestock, (FCFA
56.8 billiong; Environment, (FCFA
14.2 billion); and Forestry, (FCFA
23.3 billion).

The health sector is allocated
FCFA 391.3 billion in the state
budget. It represents an increase of
FCFA 65.8 billion (+20.2%) com-
pared to the 2025 financial year;
and 4.51% of the overall budget.

For the social affairs and employ-
ment sector, its 2026 budget 1s

FCFA 77.8 billion, witnessing an in-
crease of FCFA 924 million com-
pared to the 2025 financial year.
The ministries here are: Social Af
fairs, él CFA 29.6 billion); Em
ment & Vocational Tralnlng (FP
33.0 billion); Labour & Social Secu
rity, FCFA 8.1 billion); and
Women’s Empowerment & the
Family, (FCFA 10.0 billion).
Concerning the infrastructure
sector, it is allocated FCFA 1,339.5
billion, representing a decrease of
FCFA 39.6 billion compared to the
2025 financial year. The ministries
classified under this are: Posts &
Telecommunications, (FCFA 29.6
billion); Urban Develo Fment &
Housing, (FCFA 168.9 billion); Pub-
lic Works, (FCFA 651.9 billion);
Transport, (FCFA 34.6 billion{;
Water & Energy, (FCFA 425.7 bil-
lion); and State Property, Surveys &
Land Tenure, (FCFA 28.8 billion).
The communication, culture,
leisure and sport sector, which is
the last group, is allocated FCFA
80.7 billion in the 2026 budget, com-
pared to FCFA 77.4 billion in the
2025 financial year. The ministries
and their budgets here are: Commu-
nication, (FCFA, 8.2 billion); Arts &
Culture, (FCFA 10.4 billion); Youth
Affairs & Civic Education, (FCFA
28.7 billion); and Sports & Physical
Education, (FCFA 33.3 billion).

Programmes Receiving Largest
Budgets:

According to the Citizen Budget
document, a production of the Min-
istry of Finance; the 2026 budget is
divided into 183 budgetary pro-

Bishop Michael Bibi

grammes. Of this figure, there are
11 main programmes accounting for

24% of the general budget. They
cover road construction, quality of
education, electricity supply, the re-
structurlng of public enterprises,
defence, and security.

The 11 topmost ministerial pro-
grammes are as follows: construc-
tion of roads and other
infrastructure lodged in the Min-
istry of Public Works, FCFA 379.7
billion; improving the quaht of ed-
ucation and school life in the sec-
ondary education sub-sector
(MINESEC) FCFA 252.8 billion; re-
habilitation, maintenance, and re-
pair of roads and _ other
infrastructure  (Public  Works),
FCFA 221.9 billion; universal pri-
mary education (MINEDUB), F(E)FA
197.1 billion; defence of the integrity
of the national territory (Ministry of
Defence), FCFZ%/[179.1 bi%l%}(‘)]n; angfi
energy su inistry of Water

nergi,r_1 I?(%IXA 173.3 ballion.

ers are: strengthening equi-

table and inclusive access to second-
ary education (MINESEC), FCFA
145.3 billion; intensification of pro-
fessionalisation and optimisation of
training (MINESEC), FCFA 141.8
billion; participation in and rehabil-
itation of public enterprises through
investment (MINEPAT), FCFA
135.0 billion; strengthening the
health system (MINSANTE), FCFA
132.5 blﬁlon and support for struc-
tural transformation to accelerate
rowth (MINEPAT), FCFA 122.7
%illion. This gives a total of FCFA 2
081.1 billion for the 11 top pro-
grammes.

2026 Major Investment Projects:

Public investment expenditures
are planned and executed annually
with the expectation of improving
living conditions and developing fac-
tors of production. On whether the
expectations are met in the case of
Cameroon, is another issue.

The major government invest-
ment projects are devoted to infra-
structure acquisition, providing
water and electricity to the popula-
tion, developing agriculture, and so
on. The public investment budget
for the 9 budgetary sectors is FCFA
2,023.3 billion up by FCFA 278 bil-
lion (+15.9%) compared to the initial
2025 finance law.

Some major government invest-
ment projects sectoral breakdown
for 2026 by sectors is as follows: sov-
ereignty and governance sector,
FCFA 50.4 billion; defence and se-
curity, FCFA 49.7 billion; general
and financial administration, FCFA
440.9 billion; education, training,
and research, FCFA 78.1 billion;
production and trade sector, FCFA
133.5 billion; health, FCFA 70.9 bil-
lion; social affairs and employment,
FCFA 22.6 billion; infrastructure
sector, FCFA 1, 161.4 billion; and
communication, culture, leisure,
and sports, FCFA 15.8 billion.

In our very last article expected
in the next edition of The Post, we
shall look at how gender is taken
into account in the 2026 budget; and
why climate is becoming a budget-
ary concern as well as how govern-
ment is addressing the issue.

Website: www.thepostnpcameroon.com
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NW Public Conciliator Resolves 30 Of 47 Complaints, Exposes Salary Arrears In Councils

By ETIENNE NFOR LIBOH

The Office of the Public Independent
Conciliator (PIC) for the Northwest Region
has published its 2025 annual report, re-
vealing that 30 out of 47 complaints lodged
against regional and council services were
resolved, while several councils are still
owing workers up to 14 months in salary
arrears.

he report, released on Feb-

ruary 24, 2026, provides a

detailed account of the in-
stitution’s activities in promoting
good governance, improving council
service delivery and mediating dis-
putes between citizens and local au-
thorities.

Established to ensure that coun-
cils deliver services without discrim-
ination or marginalisation, and in
full respect of human rights, the PIC
is mandated to receive and investi-
gate complaints relating to acts or
omissions by regional and council
authorities. The goal is to secure fair
and equitable treatment for citizens
under the law and to resolve dis-
putes amicably.

In line with Decree No. 2020/773
of December 24 2020, which lays
down the conditions for the dis-
charge of the PIC’s duties, the Con-
ciliator is required under Article 25
to submit an annual report to the
President of the Republic on the
state of relations between citizens
and regional and council services.
The report must present a balance
sheet of activities undertaken dur-
ing the year.

According to the 2025 report, the
Northwest PIC received 47 com-
plaints, of which 30 were resolved,
leaving 17 pending. The complaints
primarily concerned service deliv-
ery, administrative grievances and
disputes involving council manage-
ment.

Beyond complaint handling, the
office carried out staff capacity-
building initiatives and undertook
benchmarking visits to institutions
with similar mandates in countries
such as Kenya and Ghana, including
bodies responsible for human rights
and administrative justice. The PIC
also intensified sensitisation and
outreach activities aimed at inform-
ing citizens of their rights and avail-
able redress mechanisms.

The report further highlights col-
laborative efforts, including the
signing of a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Adaptive Safety
Nets and Economic Inclusion Project
to strengthen civil status registra-
tion in the Region. The office also
partnered with the Cameroon Bap-
tist Convention Health Services
(CBCHS) Social and Policy Develop-
ment (SPD) programme to evaluate
the implementation of the 2010 law
on the promotion and protection of
persons with disabilities.

However, the report raises con-
cerns about the functioning of cer-
tain regional and local authorities.

At the level of the Regional As-
sembly, members of the House of
Chiefs and the House of Divisional
Representatives reportedly ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over their
limited involvement in project cy-

b O

ST REGION

Northwest Public Indepedent Cncrlrato, Simon Tamfu ai, presenting
annual report to the press

challenges undermine public trust
and strain relations between citi-
zens and local authorities. It there-
fore issued recommendations aimed
at improving transparency, account-
ability and inclusive governance in
2026.

The full report, available on the
website of the Office of the Public In-
dependent Conciliator, outlines key
challenges encountered during the
year and sets out perspectives for
strengthening institutional perform-
ance and citizen engagement.

Observers say the findings rein-
force the need for stronger oversight
and improved collaboration between
councils and communities to ensure
that decentralisation delivers tangi-
ble benefits to the population.

cles. According to the report, while
they participate in the deliberation
and adoption of projects, they are
often excluded from the conception
and execution phases.

The situation is more troubling in
some local councils, particularly
with regard to workers’ welfare.
While several councils were com-
mended for progress in project exe-
cution and for involving
neighbourhood and village commit-
tees in development initiatives, oth-
ers were criticised for financial
mismanagement and prolonged
salary arrears.

Councils such as Babessi, Andek,
Mbengwi and Batibo were cited as
owing workers salaries for periods of
up to 14 months — a situation likely
to affect morale and service delivery.

The PIC underscored that such

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, PROTECTION OF
NATURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Secretariat General
No 0003 /C/MINEPDED/SG/DPDD/SDEE
Yaounde, the 10™ February, 2026

Press Release

he Minister of Environment, Protection of Na-

ture and Sustainable Development hereby, in-

forms the national and international
community, about the holding of public hearings re-
lating to the Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment Reports for the development of the
“Plaine Centrale Agro Parc” Program in the Cen-
ter and Adamawa Regions, submitted by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development (MINADER).

The public hearings consist of the opening of a reading
room where the ESIA reports and the registers will be
kept to record the observations of the participants.

These public hearings will hold from the 274 to the 7th
March 2026, as from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Ngambe-Tikar, Yoko, Tibati, Dir Council halls
and the neighboring localities.

This exercise 1s aimed at collecting the observations
of the population and interested parties on the above
study. The Minister of Environment, Protection of
Nature and Sustainable Development consequently,
invites the population and all the other stakeholders
to actively take part in the exercise.

The Minister Delegate
Dr. Nana Aboubakar Djalloh

Website: www.thepostnpcameroon.com
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Pope Leo XIV To Visit Cameroon Amid Hopes For Dialogue, Peace

BY ANDREW NSOSEKA

Pope Leo XIV will undertake an Apos-
tolic Journey to Africa from April 13 to 23
2026, with Cameroon among four coun-
tries scheduled for the official visits, the
Vatican has announced.

ccording to the Holy See,

the Pontiff will travel to

lgeria, Cameroon, Angola

and Equatorial Guinea during the

10-day trip. In Cameroon, he 1s ex-

pected in Yaounde, Bamenda and
Douala from April 15 to 18 2026.

In a separate press release, the
Government of Cameroon confirmed
that the visit is being made at the
invitation of President Paul Biya.
The statement, signed by Mvondo
Ayolo, Minister, Director of the Civil
Cabinet at the Presidency, indicated
that the Apostolic Visit will take
place from April 15 to 18 2026 in the
three cities.

The announcement has gener-
ated widespread anticipation within
Cameroon’s sizeable Catholic com-
munity, as well as among political
and civil society actors who see the
visit as significant in the country’s
current socio-political climate.

Cameroon has been grappling
with multiple challenges in recent
years, notably the ongoing crisis in
the Northwest and Southwest Re-
gions, otherwise known as the An-
glophone Crisis. The conflict, which
began in 2016 as protests by
lawyers and teachers over perceived
marginalisation of the English-
speaking minority, later escalated

into armed confrontations between
separatist fighters and government
forces. The violence has led to thou-
sands of deaths and displaced hun-
dreds of thousands of people,
drawing international concern.

Bamenda, one of the cities on the
Pope’s itinerary, lies at the heart of
the Northwest Region and has been
significantly affected by the conflict.
Observers say the choice of Ba-
menda is symbolically important, as
it places the crisis-hit Region at the
centre of the Papal visit. Many hope
the Pontiff’s presence could encour-
age dialogue, reconciliation and re-
newed efforts towards a peaceful
resolution.

The visit also comes in the after-
math of Cameroon’s October 2025
presidential election, which main-
tained President Paul Biya in office.
While the government described the
poll as peaceful and reflective of
democratic maturity, opposition
parties and some civil society
groups raised concerns over trans-
parency and electoral reforms. In-
ternational partners have continued
to call for inclusive governance and
strengthened democratic institu-
tions.

Against this backdrop, Pope Leo
XIV’s visit is widely expected to
carry a message of peace, unity and
social justice. The Catholic Church
in Cameroon has historically played
a prominent role in education,
healthcare and mediation efforts,
particularly in times of political ten-
sion. Church leaders have on sev-
eral occasions called for dialogue

H|s Hollness Pope Leo XIV

and the protection of human rights
in conflict-affected areas.

Pope Leo XIV’s African tour will
begin in Algiers and Annaba, Alge-
ria, before proceeding to Cameroon.
After the Cameroonian leg, he will
travel to Luanda, Muxima and
Saurimo in Angola, and conclude
the journey in Malabo, Mongomo
and Bata in Equatorial Guinea.

While the Vatican has yet to pub-

lish the full schedule, the Apostolic
Journey is already being viewed as
one of the most significant interna-
tional events for Cameroon in 2026.
For many citizens, beyond its reli-
gious importance, the visit repre-
sents a moment of reflection and a
potential opportunity to reinforce
calls for peace, national cohesion
and democratic consolidation.

By SOLANGE TEGWI

The Youth Member of Parliament for
Yaounde Il in Mfoundi Division, Hon-
ourable Jean Daniel Obama, has urged
young people to work together in order to
address the persistent challenge of youth
unemployment and underemployment.

peaking recently, Hon.

Obama stressed that unity

and collaboration among
young people are essential if meaning-
ful progress is to be achieved.

“If young people want to go far, they
must walk and work together,” he
said, underscoring the importance of
collective effort in overcoming eco-
nomic hardship.

He noted that the Head of State’s
Special Plan for the Promotion of
Youth Employment, alongside other
government incentives, could deliver
more tangible results if properly em-
braced and implemented with in-
tegrity from the top down to the
grassroots. According to him, these
Initiatives are central to the current
“Septennat of Great Hopes” mandate,
which places young people at the heart
of national unity, stability and pros-
perity.

Hon. Obama argued that peace and
stability can only be sustained
through prosperity, which he de-
scribed as the product of consistent
creativity, hard work and solidarity.
He added that gainful employment
helps to ward off what he termed three

Youth MP Calls For Stronger Synergy To Combat Underemployment

Youth MP for Yaoundé 2, Hon. Jean Daniel Obama

major evils affecting young people —
boredom, vice and need — factors he
said often push them towards deviant
behaviour.

The Youth MP further cautioned
against what he described as the “easy
life” mentality. He encouraged young
people to step out of their comfort
zones and demonstrate integrity, par-
ticularly when entrusted with finan-
cial or material support for projects.

“When we request funding to exe-

cute a project, making every effort to
deliver quality work opens the door to
greater opportunities,” he said, adding
that credibility and accountability are
crucial in building trust with potential
partners and sponsors.

Hon. Obama also criticised self-cen-
tredness, calling instead for a spirit of
patriotism and mutual support. He re-
minded young people that they share
common struggles and aspirations.

“We are all in the same boat, bat-

tling for survival. If you see an oppor-
tunity that another young person
qualifies for, it is patriotic to assist
them,” he said. Without genuine syn-
ergy and collaboration, he warned,
young people risk stagnation. Citing
an African philosophical principle, he
added: “T am because you are.”

The MP acknowledged that the
government has put in place strate-
gies aimed at easing the burden of
youth unemployment and expanding
opportunities in both the public and
private sectors. However, he stressed
that these opportunities require com-
petence and professionalism.

“Nothing comes on a silver platter,”
he remarked. “It is not enough to
know where you want to go; you must
be willing to do what it takes to get
there.”

He encouraged young people to cul-
tivate interests in sectors that matter
to national development and to inten-
tionally pursue training programmes
that enhance their skills and employ-
ability.

According to him, professionalism,
continuous learning and a strong work
ethic are indispensable if the country
is to harness the full potential of its
youthful population.

Hon. Jean Daniel Obama con-
cluded by reiterating that unity, com-
petence and integrity among young
people are critical to building a united,
stable and prosperous Cameroon.
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Cameroonian Conservationist Revives Forests, Waterways, Creating 300 Jobs In Nkambe

BY ANDREW NSOSEKA

A Cameroonian environmentalist has
restored forests, revived groundwater and
created more than 300 jobs in her home
region by blending Japanese forest
restoration techniques with grassroots
community mobilisation.

imbi Blessing  Tata,

founder of Ecological Bal-

ance Cameroon, says her
work in Nkambe in the Northwest
Region was inspired by a simple
childhood observation: as forests re-
ceded, streams disappeared with
them.

“Growing up, we depended on na-
ture for everything,” Tata recalls. “If
you were sick, you knew where to
find medicine. If you were hungry,
you knew your farm. But as the
forests moved further away, the
streams also moved. There was
clearly a link.”

In Nkambe, many homes still
lack running water. Families rely
on public taps or untreated streams.
To secure water for an 8 a.m. en-
gagement, residents often arrive at
taps by 4 a.m. During the peak dry
season, some walk nearly a kilome-
tre to find what Tata describes as
“clean” water — “clean in quotes”.

After university, Tata entered
the conservation field but found her-
self caught between two opposing
schools of thought: development ad-
vocates willing to sacrifice forests
for infrastructure, and strict conser-
vationists who argued that nature
should be left entirely untouched.

“I was not comfortable with ei-
ther side,” she says. “We cannot sep-
arate conservation from livelihood.
That’s not my reality.”

Her conviction deepened after a
dangerous encounter with illegal
loggers while working to protect Mi-
croberlinia bisulcata, known locally
as zebra wood and described by
forestry officials as “the cocaine of
the forest” because of its high inter-
national value. The experience con-

vinced her that enforcement alone
would not save forests.

“Conservation cannot work if
people do not have better livelihood
options,” she says. “Everybody in-
volved in illegal logging is protect-
ing their income.”

In 2016, as a new single mother
with no steady income, Tata re-
signed from her job and registered
Ecological Balance Cameroon.
Armed with a laptop and an inter-
net stick, she began writing grant
proposals — sometimes 15 a week
— often working 18-hour days.

Her breakthrough came with a
£5,000 grant from the Rufford
Foundation. “For us, £5,000 was
like a miracle,” she says. “It was val-
idation that this could work.”

The turning point in her ap-
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proach came during a 2018 scholar-
ship in Kerala, India, where she en-
countered the Miyawaki method,
pioneered by Japanese botanist
Akira Miyawaki. The dense native
planting technique boasts survival
rates of up to 82 per cent and, cru-
cially, can recharge groundwater up
to 30 times more effectively than
monoculture plantations.

“I realised that our untouched
primary forests in Cameroon were
already like Miyawaki forests — na-
tive, diverse, dense,” Tata explains.
“The method simply replicates in-
tentionally what nature does over
time.”

Her first Miyawaki forest,
planted in 2019, covered just 200
square metres and included 600
trees. Today, the organisation has
established nine such forests, five
funded by SUGH, including the flag-
ship Nkambe River Revival Forest
Project.

Convincing communities to pro-
tect watersheds proved challenging.
Farmers cultivating vegetables in
wetlands during the dry season
were reluctant to surrender fertile
land. In some cases, newly planted
trees were uprooted.

“We had to work closely with tra-
ditional councils and chiefs,” Tata
says. “We don’t just talk about trees.
We talk about groundwater avail-
ability. Even if you build taps, if
there’s no water in the aquifer,
nothing will flow.”

She often invites elderly resi-
dents to describe how rivers have
shrunk to a fraction of their 1980
levels, framing conservation as a
matter of memory and survival
rather than abstract environmen-
talism.

Within two years of the first
plantings, local water management
committees reported a noticeable
rise in storage tank levels. One com-
munity was able to extend piping to
a new neighbourhood for the first
time in decades.

The second forest became what
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Nkambe River Revival Forest Project

Tata calls a “bird heaven”, with a
surge in birdlife signalling ecologi-
cal recovery. “Birds are like the
spies of the environment,” she says.
“When they come back, you know
something 1s right.”

Since November 2023, the project
has generated over 300 jobs, both
permanent and part-time, through
13 community nurseries. Roles
range from seed collection and nurs-
ery management to honey harvest-
ing and sustainable packaging
enterprises designed to reduce plas-
tic pollution. Seven small busi-
nesses have been incubated so far.

Tree planting days have evolved
into community celebrations, draw-
ing chiefs, civil servants and even
passing soldiers. Volunteers trans-
port saplings by vehicle and on foot,
while children collect discarded poly
bags for recycling.

Yet Tata warns that relying
solely on grants is unsustainable.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,
pledged funding vanished
overnight. She now plans to diver-
sify income streams through cooper-
ative social enterprises, carbon and
water credits, and payments for
ecosystem services.

Over the next five years, she
hopes to scale restoration across all
five agroecological zones of the
Northwest Region, building what
she calls “thriving communities, not
surviving communities”.

However, she acknowledges the
need for stronger scientific backing.
“We need data,” she says. “We can
say the water has increased, but we
must prove it. Science is not based
on emotions.”

For Tata, the lesson is clear: con-
servation must be practical, commu-
nity-driven and anchored in
purpose.

“Beyond grit and resilience, your
work must be bigger than yourself,”
she reflects. “That is what makes an
organisation outlive its founder.”
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Cameroon Steps Up Anti-Money Laundermg Reforms In Bid To Exit FATF ‘Grey List

By NFORMI SONDE KINSAI

The Permanent Secretary of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force (FATF), also known
by its French acronym GABAC, André
Kanga, has commended efforts by the
Cameroonian authorities to secure the
country’s removal from the global watch-
dog’s ‘grey list’ for money laundering and
terrorist financing.

anga made the remarks on

February 24, 2026, in

Yaoundé after an audience
with the Prime Minister, Head of Gov-
ernment, Chief Dr Joseph Dion Ngute.
Speaking to the press, he acknowl-
edged the progress made and ex-
pressed cautious optimism about
Cameroon’s prospects.

“We are in Cameroon to report to
our hierarchy regarding the ‘grey list’,”
Kanga said. “We have every hope that
Cameroon will come out of it, even
though I cannot state exactly when.
Based on the objectives set for 2026,
everything is possible. We have the
support of the authorities and the ball
is therefore in our court. As techni-
cians, it is for us to do the needful.”

According to an article published by
Business in Cameroon, the country
has been on the ‘grey list’ since June
23, 2023. The designation applies to
countries identified as having strategic
deficiencies in their anti-money laun-
dering (AML) and counter-terrorist fi-
nancing (CTF) frameworks, but which
are actively working with the FATF to
address them. Although inclusion does
not trigger immediate sanctions, it in-
creases the risk of international finan-
cial restrictions and heightened
scrutiny if reforms are delayed.

In response to the listing, President
Paul Biya signed a decree on October
30, 2023, establishing a Coordination

M
Kanga-led GABAC delegatlon in group plcture with PM after audience

Committee to steer national policies
against money laundering, terrorist fi-
nancing and the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction. The
committee comprises representatives
from government ministries, regula-
tory bodies and professional associa-
tions, including bankers, notaries,
lawyers, insurers, chartered account-
ants, microfinance institutions and
other economic actors.

Following the FATF’s fourth ple-
nary session held in Paris in October
2025, the watchdog acknowledged
Cameroon’s progress but concluded
that it was insufficient to warrant im-
mediate removal from the ‘grey list’.
While recognising ongoing reform ef-
forts, the FATF noted that several
deadlines in the agreed action plan
had expired and urged the authorities

to accelerate implementation.

In line with these recommenda-
tions, Cameroonian officials have set a
new target of the end of 2026 to com-
plete the outstanding reforms under
the action plan submitted to the
FATF.

During the same Paris session, sev-
eral African countries — including
Burkina Faso, Mozambique, Nigeria
and South Africa — were removed
from the ‘grey list’ after fulfilling their
respective commitments.

The Director of the National Finan-
cial Investigation Agency (ANIF), Hu-
bert Nde Sambone, is quoted as
admitting that, despite notable meas-
ures taken, not all commitments have
been fully met. Key areas still requir-
ing attention include the supervision
of non-profit organisations and certain

non-financial professions considered
vulnerable to money laundering risks.

Analysts warn that continued in-
clusion on the ‘grey list’ could deter for-
eign investment and increase
compliance burdens on Cameroonian
financial institutions dealing with in-
ternational partners. Nevertheless,
the FATF has acknowledged what it
describes as Cameroon’s “ongoing re-
form momentum” and indicated it re-
mains open to an earlier re-evaluation
should substantial and verifiable
progress be achieved.

With the 2026 deadline now in
sight, authorities face mounting pres-
sure to translate commitments into
measurable results and restore confi-
dence in the country’s financial gover-
nance framework.

By ETIENNE MAINIMO MENGNJO

The President of the Cameroon Volley-
ball Federation (FECAVOLLEY) and Presi-
dent of CAVB Zone 4, Bello Bourdanne,
has been officially recognised as the 2025
Best Sporting Manager.

he distinction was conferred

on February 24th by the In-

ternational Association of
Press Publishers (AIEP), an organisa-
tion representing more than 500 press
editors across the globe.

The award serves as a proof to
Bourdanne's significant contributions
toward the revolution of Cameroonian
Volleyball and his commitment to ele-
vating the sport's profile on both a na-
tional and international stage.

Speaking during the ceremony,
Cyrille Kuete, representing AIEP,
saluted the remarkable journey of a
sporting leader whose commitment,
discipline, and sense of state force ad-
miration. He stressed that the associ-
ation recognises not only
administrative performance but also a
structured vision and exemplary sport
governance exhibited by Bourdanne.

“The International Association of
Press Publishers decided to select the
president of Africa Volley and presi-
dent of Belo Bourdanne because they
realised that the president is a man
with republican values, who respected
the hierarchy, who had the mission to

Bello Bourdanne Honoured As 2025 Best Sportmg Manager
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Cyrille Kuete (Right) handing the honour to Bello Bourdanne (Left)

restore the image of the Cameroonian
Volleyball in conjunction with the gov-
ernmental institution,” Cyrille Kuete
said.

Kuete also highlighted the collabo-
rative nature of this leadership,
adding that they see these works
where they manage to federate and
manage to unite each other in order to
think unanimously for the develop-
ment of the Cameroonian Volleyball.
He noted that the association sees
compatriots who invest for the image
of Cameroon through such dedicated
governance.

Furthermore, the ATEP representa-
tive noted that the recent re-election
as head of the Cameroonian Volleyball
Federation illustrates the renewed
confidence of the players in his disci-
pline and confirms the relevance of his
leadership.

Upon receiving the award, Bour-
danne expressed gratitude to AIEP,
stating that the reward reminds him
of a deep conviction that has guided
his action since the first day he took
over the leadership of the Federation.

He remarked that receiving this
distinction from an organisation rep-

resenting the international press is
particularly significant because it con-
cerns not only results but also a
method—that of dialogue, responsibil-
ity, and respect for ethical principles.

“This reward is not an end, it is an
invitation to do more, to aim higher
and to continue to build an ambitious,
credible and inspiring African sporting
governance model,” Bourdanne said.

Reflecting on the nature of leader-
ship, he further noted that a manager
is not a position, but a responsibility.
He described this as a responsibility
towards athletes, managers, partners,
and institutions, but above all towards
the youth who see in sport a hope, a
path, and sometimes a destiny.

While dedicating the award to the
entire federation and its stakeholders,
Bourdanne asserted that at the head
of the Cameroonian Volleyball Feder-
ation, they have made the choice of
rigour, transparency, and long-term
vision.

“We have chosen to build, unite and
innovate, convinced that long-term
sporting performance first rests on the
quality of governance,” he stated.

This recognition marks Bour-
danne's second significant accolade in
just two years, reflecting his continued
impact on the sport and his commit-
ment to promoting a positive and pro-
gressive image of volleyball in
Cameroon and beyond.
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PROMOTING EMPLOYABILITY, INCLUSION:
Access Bank Cameroon Connects With University Of Ngaoundere Students

ouala, January 30, 2026. As part

of its commitment to youth em-

powerment, inclusiveness, and

human capital development, Ac-

cess Bank Cameroon PLC organ-
ised an institutional visit to the University of
Ngaoundéré on January 28, 2026, under the en-
gagement theme “Inspiration, Possibility & Ac-
cess.”

The initiative forms part of the Bank’s broader
expansion and employer-branding strategy
aimed at strengthening its presence across all
regions of Cameroon while building sustainable
bridges between academia and the professional
world.

Doris Bodylawson, Head, Human Resources
at Access Bank Cameroon, highlighted the
Bank’s focus on people development:

“Beyond academic excellence, today’s job
market requires adaptability, innovation, and
strong professional skills. Through initiatives like
this, we aim to prepare students to confidently
transition from university to the workplace, while
also positioning Access Bank Cameroon as an
employer of choice for young professionals
across the country.”

The visit brought together university authori-
ties, students, faculty members, and represen-
tatives of Access Bank Cameroon for an
interactive exchange focused on employability,
career readiness, and access to opportunities
within the banking and financial services sector.

Speaking at the event, Professor Paré
Daouda, Vice-Rector of the University of
Ngaoundéré, praised the collaboration:

“This engagement represents a true win-win
partnership between Access Bank Cameroon
and the University of Ngaoundéré. It gives our
students direct exposure to industry expecta-
tions and real opportunities, while reinforcing the
importance of excellence and discipline. We en-
courage our students to fully seize the possibil-
ities presented by Access Bank Cameroon.”

During the engagement, Access Bank
Cameroon presented a range of opportunities
available to students, including academic and
professional internships, employability skills de-
velopment, mentorship initiatives, and structured
entry-level career pathways. Emphasis was
placed on the Bank’s Entry Level Training Pro-
gram (ELTP), a flagship initiative designed to
equip high-potential young graduates with prac-
tical banking skills and international exposure
before integrating them into the Bank’s work-
force.

Sharing her personal experience, Audrey
Neba, former ELTP graduate of the first cohort
and Ambassador of the Entry Level Training
Program, encouraged students to believe in the
possibilities ahead:

“The ELTP was a defining moment in my pro-
fessional journey. It provided me with practical
exposure, international standards, and the con-
fidence to grow within the banking sector. Ac-
cess Bank Cameroon truly invests in young
talents and gives them the tools to succeed.”

Students actively participated in the session
through questions and discussions, demonstrat-
ing strong interest in internship opportunities,
career prospects within the Bank, and entrepre-
neurship-related pathways supported by Access
Bank Cameroon.
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Through this initiative, Access Bank
Cameroon continues to reinforce its role as a re-
sponsible corporate citizen, committed to inclu-
sive growth, youth development, and the
extension of its impact beyond traditional busi-
ness hubs, in line with its long-term expansion
strategy in Cameroon.

About Access Bank Cameroon Plc

Access Bank Cameroon Plc is a full-service
commercial bank focused on wholesale, retail,
digital, and proximity banking. Licensed on Feb-
ruary 3rd, 2022, and officially launched on May
23rd, 2022, from its flagship office in Akwa,
Douala, the Bank is proud to contribute to the
economic narrative of Cameroon a strategic hub
for business in Central Africa.

With a strong focus on SMEs, women-led
businesses, and youth innovation, the Bank
supports capacity building in creativity, financial
literacy, and entrepreneurship. Its financial inclu-
sion strategy offers customized support for indi-
viduals and enterprises of all sizes, including
access to finance, mentoring, business develop-

ment programs, market support, and trade pro-
motion.

Access Bank Cameroon currently serves
clients across corporate, retail, and SME’s and
operates in seven branches across Douala and
Yaoundé:

. Akwa 1
Akwa 2
Bonamoussadi
Bonaberi
Marché Central
Intendance
Hippodrome

Access Bank Cameroon Plc is a proud sub-
sidiary of Access Bank Group, a leading full-ser-
vice commercial bank operating across 3
continents, 25 countries, and serving over 60
million customers. The Group has subsidiaries
in Sub-Saharan Africa and the United Kingdom,
which has branches in Dubai (UAE), France and
Hongkong and representative offices in China,
Lebanon, India.
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